
DEVELOPING OER DEMAND AND SKILL SETS



Sustaining Open 
Cultures in HBCUs

Led by Tennessee State University and supported by the 

California State University Long Beach MERLOT and 

SkillsCommons and MIT OpenCourseWare teams, the 

collaboration and community of Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities (HBCUs) are designing and deploying strategies 

making higher education more affordable by reducing the cost of 

course materials and increasing culturally responsive content.

The HBCU Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) project provides 

any HBCU free access to the tools, technologies, and some 

services for them to initiate their own AL$ program and learn 

from their HBCU colleagues. 

This project is made possible through the essential support from 

the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.



Planning is Critical 
for Creating 

an OER Mindset and 
Sustaining Implementation



Agenda
• Strategies for finding, revising, remixing and 

reusing OER

• Examples of OER reuse

• Creating an OER derivative

• Adding to the HBCU Cultural Collection
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What is OER and Why Are 
They Important?

Open Educational Resources 
(OER)

Anyone can freely:

• Reuse

• Revise

• Retain

• Redistribute

• Remix



Why Are Educators and Trainers 
Interested in OER?

• FREE instructional 

materials help reduce costs 

in higher education

• QUALITY materials across 

all disciplines and sectors



What Are the Benefits of OER?

Reduce 

Production Time

and Financial 

Costs



Where Can I Find OER?
MERLOT HBCU Portal, Cultural Collection
• https://www.hbcuals.org/

MERLOT Smart Search
• https://info.merlot.org /merlothelp/topic.htm#t=MERLOT_Smart_Search.htm&rh

search=finding%20oer&rhhlterm=find%20oer

SkillsCommons Support Center
• https://support.skillscommons.org/home/discover-reuse/finding-more-oers/

MIT Open CourseWare
• https://ocw.mit.edu /

https://support.skillscommons.org/home/discover-reuse/finding-more-oers/


One Stop Shop for OER on SkillsCommons

https://support.skillscommons.org/
home/discover-reuse/finding-
more-oers/find-oer/



http://www.merlot.org/


https://www.merlot.org/merlot/materials.htm?keywords=business&sort.property=relevance


https://www.merlot.org/merlot/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/


https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewMaterial.htm?id=90081


MERLOT – SkillsCommons Technical Assistance Services

We enable YOUR SUCCESS with expertise from our team 

and our community!

• Strategic Planning so you can leverage SkillsCommons. 

MERLOT, and OER

• Innovation Planning so you can adopt exemplary 

programs and strategies

• Communication Planning through storytelling tools 

and guidance

• Program Implementation Support with process & 

change management services

• Technology Support for sustaining and scaling your use 

of SkillsCommons and MERLOT technology

http://support.skillscommons.org/connect/impact-communities/story-telling/
http://support.skillscommons.org/connect/impact-communities/story-telling/


Open Educational Practices Portal:
Giving You the “Know-How” for Adopting OER

https://oep.merlot.org/

https://oep.merlot.org/


Having Content is Nice and All, 
But We Know You Need More.  

Community Portals 
https://merlot.org/merlot/communities.htm?ty
pe=1&fromAdvancedSearch=true

HBCU Hubs
https://merlot.org/merlot/communities.h
tm?type=2&fromAdvancedSearch=true

Better Support Features

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/communities.htm?type=1&fromAdvancedSearch=true
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/communities.htm?type=1&fromAdvancedSearch=true


Strategies for Revising, Remixing and 
Reusing OER



You Can Reuse OER "As Is" or 
Change in Ways that Better Suit 
Your Needs Due to Open Licensing



Fine Examples of Revising & Reusing OER 
in SkillsCommons and Tools to Help You 
Build Your Own BookMark Collections in 
MERLOT



Creating an OER Derivative



Adding to the HBCU Cultural Collection in MERLOT



Next Workshop: June 25th
3:00 – 4:00 pm CT 

Register Here!
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewSite.htm?id=9162632&pa

geid=9185394



Questions



Questions?
WebMaster@MERLOT.org

Gerry Hanley: Executive Director, MERLOT SkillsCommons
Rick Lumadue: Director, MERLOT SkillsCommons

Maria Fieth: Director, MERLOT SkillsCommons

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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